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throughout the land and be repeated so often that
they might haply some day hit the mark and bring
the wanderer home. And the words were :

" By every husband nourished and protected
Should every wife be.   Think upon the wood ! "

The messengers passed through forests and wood-
lands, towns, cities, and villages, visiting the most
remote haunts of hermits and lonely huts of shep-
herds, ever asking for news of Nala.

After a long time a messenger returned to Dama-
yanti. " One day I came," he said, " to the city
of Rituparna, where I spoke the sentence which was
given me. Now in the train of the Raja was a
charioteer whose name was Vahuka, who had great
skill in horsemanship, and he having heard my story
spoke these words to me :

" Although her lord forsook her, shell not yield
To wrath, even against that vile offender.35

The eyes of the listening princess grew suddenly
tender, and graciously thanking the messenger she
sought out Sudeva who had found her in her loneli-
ness and said to him :

" Go to the city of Rituparna and say that with-
out delay a second Swayamvara will be held in
Bhima's royal city, and a second time Damayanti
will choose a husband, since no one knows whether
Nala is alive or dead."

Sudeva set out at once for the city of Rituparna,
and, hearing the news, the Raja bade his charioteer